3 March 2011

Dear Sixth Grade Parents,

Hello and Praise the Lord!  We are almost finished with the third quarter and this school year.  How the time has flown. 

We are ready to complete our 3rd quarter project.  As we have been studying the stars and the solar system, I feel it will be good for the students to do their projects on the planets.  This will be a group project (2 students per group).  I do hope that they find this fun and interesting.  We will be choosing our partners and planets in class on Friday 4 March 2011.

The details and grading rubric are attached to this letter.  I have also attached a list of websites that may be helpful in completing this project.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at 301-599-9600 or via e-mail at cjames@clintonchristianpg.org.
In His service, 
C James

Middle School Science

cjames@clintonchristianpg.org
http://cjamesscience.weebly.com

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, [do] all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 


Colossians 3:17
Due 16 March 2011
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Planet For Sale!
Intro: You and your partner in your group are realtors who are selling a planet in our solar system. You want to advertise globally, and universally, so you will create picture notes to advertise your planet. This advertisement will compete against other solar realtor advertisements when it is presented in class on Wednesday, March 16, 2011, so be creative!
Your Advertisement Should Include:
     Planet name?
     What number is the planet from the sun?
     What is the distance from earth?
     What is the closest planet?  How far away is that?
     What makes up the atmosphere? (Temperature, weather, etc.)
     What makes up the surface?  (Any crustal activity?  For example: earthquakes, volcanoes)
     What is its mass?
     Does the planet have any moons and/or rings?  If so, what are their names?
     What is its orbital period?  (How long does it take it to orbit the sun?  How many “earth years” is that?)
     What is its rotation period? (How long does it take spin once around its axis?)
     What, if any, myth or legend is about this planet?
     Have any space missions visited this planet?  Which ones?  Did they land or just fly by?
     Anything else interesting?
Also Include On Your Poster:
       Name of realtor company
       Logo of your company
       Name of you and your partner 
Websites that may be useful
http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/planets
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/solar_system.htm
http://www.sciencemonster.com/planets.html
http://kids.nineplanets.org/intro.htm
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/
http://www.frontiernet.net/~kidpower/planets.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/our_solar_system/solar_system.html
http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/solar_system_level1/planets.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/solarsystem/index.shtml
http://www.cosmos4kids.com/files/solsyst_intro.html
http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/planets/
http://www.nineplanets.org/
http://www.abc.net.au/children/space/planets/default.htm
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/solar.html
http://sciencespot.net/Pages/kdzastro.html
Names: __________________________

Selling your Planet Project



Rubric Check List

	RESEARCH 
	Points Possible

	Planet name?
	1

	What number is the planet from the sun?
	1

	What is the distance from sun?
	1

	What is the closest planet?  
	1

	What makes up the atmosphere?
	1

	What makes up the surface?  
	1

	What is its mass?
	1

	Does the planet have any moons and/or rings?  what are their names?
	1

	What is its orbital period?  
	1

	What is its rotation period? 
	1

	What, if any, myth or legend is about this planet?
	1

	Have any space missions visited this planet? 
	1

	Anything else interesting?
	1

	POSTER
	

	Creative
	1

	Unique
	1

	Neat
	1

	Name of realtor company
	1

	Logo of your company
	1

	Name of you and your partner 
	1

	PRESENTATION
	

	Worked cooperatively with partner
	1

	Student is completely prepared and has obviously rehearsed.
	1

	Stays on topic 
	1

	Speaks clearly 
	1

	Eye contact
	1

	Listens intently. Does not make distracting noises or movements.
	1

	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
	                 /25

	                                                     Percent/Letter Grade
	


