Biology Syllabus 2012-2013
Instructor: Mrs. C. James

Room: G-5 

E-mail: cjames@clintonchristian.org
 School Website: www.clintonchristian.org.
Textbook: Biology. Bob Jones University
Course Description: Biology is devoted to the study of living things and their processes. Throughout the year this course provides and opportunity for students to develop scientific process skills, laboratory techniques, and an understanding of the fundamental principles of living organisms. Students will explore biological science as a process, cell structure and function, genetics and heredity, classification, diversity of living organisms and their ecological roles, and an introduction to animal structure and function.
Objectives/Goals:
· Students will be able to identify the relationships and interactions of organisms and their environment. 
· Students will recognize that heredity/genetic information is contained in molecules of DNA.
· Students will recognize that cells are the fundamental structural and functional units of all living organisms. 
· Students will be able to classify organisms into groups based on similarities and differences.
· Students will gain practical scientific skills, which they can use to investigate, study and explain the world around them. 
· Give students a deeper understanding of the how biology impacts their daily lives. 
Grading: 
· Each quarter grade will consist of tests; including chapter exams, lab exams, and major projects as well as daily work may include class work, homework, quizzes, labs, activities, and participation. 
· Laboratories--laboratories are a mandatory part of this class. Laboratory reports are required on some labs. 
· Major Projects --research projects may be assigned throughout the year. Each project will include a handout of details, expectations, and grading. 
· Semester examination--the semester exam in this class is cumulative in content.  
Supplies: 
· Notebook or Folder to keep assignments organized. 
· Lined notebook paper 
· Pen and pencil 
Class Policies:
• We will treat each other with respect at all times, disrespect/inconsiderate behavior will not be accepted.

Late Homework - Late homework is not accepted.
· If you are absent it is your responsibility to obtain any assignments you missed while you were gone. 
· Approved absences – you have one day for each excused absence to make up your work. This includes daily grades and test. 
· If you are absent during a lab you must make special arrangements to make the assignment up.  
· Leaving (hiding) your book in my classroom does not make me responsible for it. Somebody will steal it.
Cheating/ Plagiarism: 
· Cheating on a test or assignment will result in a grade of zero for all involved. 
· Data for lab reports must be taken during lab. Each student is responsible for individual lab reports unless specifically stated by teacher.  
Classroom Expectations: 
· Students are expected to be in their seat and ready when the bell rings. 
· Materials (textbook, pencil, paper, and notebook) must be brought to class each day.  You will not be permitted to go your locker to obtain your belongings after the bell rings as it will disrupt other classes. 
· The laboratory or room must be clean at the end of the period before leaving. 
· Treat everyone with respect. 
· Follow the instructions gives by teacher or lesson. 
· All school rules will be followed as stated in the student handbook. 
· All safety rules as s must be followed.  You must sign and return as safety agreement and pass the safety exam in order to participate in labs.  
Keys for Success in Biology 
· Have a positive attitude! 
· I am here to help you succeed, so feel free to ask me for help. I am available before  and after school in my room 
· Ask lots of questions. If you are unclear about something from the textbook, lab, or  from discussion, ask. 
· Make sure that you understand how the lecture, homework, and labs interrelate.  Labs and homework are designed to reinforce significant ideas from the text. Make  sure that you see these connections. 
· Start studying for tests early. By studying and reviewing each night you are not only  helping to prepare for the test more effectively, you are also more prepared for class each day and any quizzes that may be given.
*Syllabus may be subject to change with instructor’s discretion.
